Hitchin & DCS Open Show, 20 October 2012

The venue is used for dog shows but is primarily an equestrian centre and what might be excellent flooring for horses isn’t necessarily good for showing dogs. I understand that the sand is sprayed with a substance to minimise dust. This makes it sticky and it clings to everything, including feathering on coated breeds regardless of size. I am convinced that some exhibits were put off by the feel of the sticky sand beneath their feet and this had an adverse effect on movement. 
AV HOUND

PUPPY (3 entries, 2 absent

1st Watkinson’s MANAKOORA  SMOOTH ELEGANCE Min Smooth-Haired Dachshund

Shaded red bitch of just 6 months. Pleasing front assembly with good forechest. Reasonable hindquarters. Needs to strengthen in topline but she is just a baby.

JUNIOR (2 entries)

1st Mooring’s KIERPARK BLAZE OF GLORY Whippet

Well balanced young dog. Pleasing head and ears, good length of neck into well placed shoulders. Good upper arm and depth of brisket. Moved soundly on good feet.

2nd Graham’s GAMERON MOOD INDIGO
POST GRADUATE (6 entries, 2 absent)

1st Clements DUFOSEE CROSBY Beagle

21 month old dog, good head and expression, good depth of brisket, correct round bone, pleasing hindquarters and well carried stern; reasonable width with good infill but tending to move a tad wide in front.

2nd Oxton’s NIMRODEL COGNAC 

3rd Ashby & Cappelaere’s LYNCRIS GOOD DAY SUNSHINE FOR KURRIERA
OPEN (3 entries, 2 absent)

1st Longman’s CHATOYANT BRENNUS Beagle

Nicely proportioned head on this 2year old dog. Reasonable length of neck into well made shoulders, good upper arm and topline; short strong loin. Well filled front of good width, moved well. 

