HITCHIN AND DISTRICT CANINE SOCIETY (20.10.12)
DEERHOUNDS

Thank you to those who gave me a respectable paper entry and especially the exhibitors who ensured my trip across the Border wasn’t a wasted trip.  My complaint is always that small ring sizes inhibit big, ground covering hounds but in this case it was more that the sand-mix footing seemed to deaden movement and they didn’t really ‘get going’.   All the hounds present appeared of good temperament.
JUNIOR 2(1)     1.  Spring-Arnold, GENTIEHUN ALICE SPRINGS. 14mth bitch shown in hard condition.  Correct expression. Ears OK.  Strong head well held on neck of good length.  Chest needs to drop and fill.  Good shoulder layback but a tad upright in upper arm.  Topline good, and held on the move, with smoothly curved croup and tail set which she held low standing and moving.   Adequate width across hips and a good turn of stifle.  Ribs of good length.  Moved calmly around the ring showing nice profile.  Straight front movement but a little close behind.  Maturity should fill in and deepen this youngsters solid frame.
POSTGRADUATE 6(3)    1. Seymour-Jackson, CASSACRE AELFRIDA OF GHILTAN. Rising 3yr old bitch.  Attractive overall package.  Having a wonderful time, not so sure about her handler! Only briefly managed to see her moving out and when she did proved to be capable of a lengthy stride using low set hocks to advantage.  Coming towards me she appeared good and straight but her inclination was to bounce.  Good broad rear end tending to wag with the tail on the move.  Standing was very shapely with nice rise over loin and fall away to good tail and set.  Feminine head with lovely interested expression.  Chest well filled.  Straight front.  Feet could be tighter.   2. Spring-Arnold, SORISDALE MACMANUS. 4.5yr old lightly built dog in hardest condition of all present.  Totally at odds with himself and very unhappy with his footing.  At one point I thought him lame but he did eventually pull himself together and settled on the final run around and thereby squeaked 2nd place.  He has a good looking head with high ears and soft eye and kind expression.  Long bodied with strong coupling and good tuck up.  Harsh, crisp jacket.  Adequate length hip to hock but needs more width all through.   3. Samways, CASSACRE AETHELGILD.   Amazed to discover afterwards that this boy is litter brother to class winner as so different.  A biggish well boned masculine lad in lovely dark coat of correct length.  Liked his head, expression and the welcome I had from him.   Full mane disguising his neck length and reach.  Broad all through.  Good depth and length of ribbing.  Preferred croup and tail set of (2).   Shaky rear movement today lost him 2nd place. 
LIMIT 4(3)   1.   Samways, CASSACRE AELGYTH.  Litter sister to 1st in PG.  Very pretty unexaggerated bitch with gentle expression and well held head and ears.  Friendly and welcoming temperament.  Nice width all through for size of bitch.  When stacked all curves, and presents a balanced picture, with good length, turn of stifle and low set hocks matching front angulation.  Good coat.  Moved steadily but without enthusiasm thereby losing extension and drive today. A pity but I would still have taken her home with me!  
OPEN 4(2)   1.  Seymour-Jackson, GHILTAN HERO.  6yr old mature and definitely masculine hound in full coat and mane which I like to see.  Kind eyed, well held slightly thick ears.  Strong, maned neck into good shoulder.  Loin arched.  Wide across hips and thighs with well bent stifle and low thick hocks.  Front legs strongly boned, pasterns sloping, feet could be tighter.  Good length and placement of upper arm.  Movement a little deliberate due, I think, to the ring surface which he didn’t like much.  Nice to see a full tail.  I would prefer a little more length of head and body but a lovely, well-rounded boy at his peak, deserving of his win.  Pleased to give him BOB and even more pleased to hear he went on to take G3.  Well done both of you.  2.  Trotman, STAINLONAN KULANG OF PENHERALD.  Beautifully presented, mature lighter coloured bitch of different type altogether being built on rangier lines.  Quite tall, but in proportion, with good bone.  Long face and head, distant expression, ears held tightly back.  Head held high on long and powerful looking neck.  Sweeping back and topline,  all of a piece.  In profile looked lovely moving.  Firm rear movement but turns front foot out  When stacked covered a lot of ground.  Preferred rear assembly of class winner. RBOB
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