Hitchin & DCS Open Show, 20 October 2012

The venue is used for dog shows but is primarily an equestrian centre and what might be excellent flooring for horses isn’t necessarily good for showing dogs. I understand that the sand is sprayed with a substance to minimise dust. This makes it sticky and it clings to everything, including feathering on coated breeds regardless of size. I am convinced that some exhibits were put off by the feel of the sticky sand beneath their feet and this had an adverse effect on movement. 
HOUND GROUP

Gp1  Simm’s EZHAR THE COLONEL’S LEGACY  Pharaoh Hound

 A beautifully balanced and well proportioned dog, moved soundly with style.  Commanded attention from the moment he came into the ring.

Gp2  Watkinson’s MANAKOORA HAWAIIAN AMAKIHI   Min  Smooth-Haired  Dachshund

Pleasing head and expression, lovely outline with well angulated front and balanced hindquarters. Correctly placed front legs providing the right amount of clearance; moved soundly.

Gp3 Seymour-Jackson’s GHILTAN HERO    Deerhound

Mature hound, well balanced of good size and with correct bone. Pleasing top line. Stands over a lot of ground and has sound steady movement.

Gp4 Booth & Elsley’s ABBALONGDAT THE VISITOR    Long-Haired Dachshund

Well made throughout, pleasing head with dark expressive eyes; moved out well but the sand did him no favours. He seemed to have collected rather more of it than other exhibits, understandable given his stature and coat type.

PUPPY HOUND GROUP

PG1 Conway’s NORCAIN CHANCE ENCOUNTER    Whippet

Lovely 6 months old bitch. Very nice head and expression, beautiful outline, just needs to tighten a tad in elbow but this did not affect her movement which was steady and sound.

PG2  Osbourne’s DEBUCHER OURSON AT BRAEGO    PBGV

9 months old and showing like a trooper. Lovely make and shape with lots to like here.  I just hope he doesn’t grow any bigger.

PG3  Knowles & Wilson’s HAUT DE GAMME DE L’EMPYREE AVEC BRAILLEMENT    GBGV

A lovely, quality puppy that should have a bright future. At just 6 months he is still immature but all the ingredients are there.

PG4  Watkinson’s MANAKOORA THE MAGIC OF MAUI     Min Smooth-Hair Dachshund

Nicely made 6 months shaded red dog, well angulated fore and aft, correct front, level topline held well on the move. Moved out well on a tricky surface 

